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ISRAEL
And the Return of the Jewish People

They shall go after the LORD; he will roar like a lion; 
when he roars, his children shall come  

trembling from the west.
Hosea 11:10 ESV

TM



Jeremiah 1:12 Then the Lord said to me, “You have 
seen well, for I am watching over my word to perform it.”

We are living in a time when the Lord is fulfilling His 
everlasting promises to the Jewish people and the land 
of Israel.

God has already brought millions of Jewish people 
back to the land of Israel from all over the world. This 
re-gathering is the fulfillment of numerous prophecies. 
His Word says that He will continue to do so until He 
has rescued “…them from all places where they have 
been scattered…” (Ezekiel 34:12).

As you read these verses, ask the Lord to give you His 
heart for the Jewish people, His perspective on the 
land of Israel, and a desire to be involved in helping 
them return to their homeland.

What the Bible Teaches About 
the Jewish People and Their 
Return to the Promised Land
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God’s everlasting covenant with 
the Jewish people
Genesis 13:14-15 The LORD said to Abram, after Lot 
had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes and look from 
the place where you are, northward and southward and 
eastward and westward, for all the land that you see I will 
give to you and to your offspring forever. …”

Genesis 17:7-8 “…And I will establish my covenant be-
tween me and you and your offspring after you throughout 
their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to 
you and to your offspring after you. And I will give to you 
and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings,  
all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I 
will be their God.”

God’s plan to bless all nations 
through Israel
Genesis 12:1-3 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from 
your country and your kindred and your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you 
a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

God’s heart for Israel
Psalm 89:30-37 “…If his children forsake my law and do 
not walk according to my rules, if they violate my statutes 
and do not keep my commandments, then I will punish 
their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with 
stripes, but I will not remove from him my steadfast love or 
be false to my faithfulness. I will not violate my covenant 
or alter the word that went forth from my lips. Once for 
all I have sworn by my holiness; I will not lie to David. His 
offspring shall endure forever, his throne as long as the sun 
before me. Like the moon it shall be established forever, a 
faithful witness in the skies.”

Psalm 121:4 Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither 
slumber nor sleep.

Psalm 122:6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! “May they be 
secure who love you!…”
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Jeremiah 31:35-37 Thus says the Lord, who gives the 
sun for light by day and the fixed order of the moon and 
the stars for light by night, who stirs up the sea so that its 
waves roar—the Lord of hosts is his name: “If this fixed 
order departs from before me, declares the Lord, then shall 
the offspring of Israel cease from being a nation before me 
forever.” Thus says the Lord: “If the heavens above can be 
measured, and the foundations of the earth below can be 
explored, then I will cast off all the offspring of Israel for  
all that they have done, declares the Lord.”

Hosea 11:1 When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out 
of Egypt I called my son.

Hosea 11:3-4 Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk;  
I took them up by their arms, but they did not know that 
I healed them. I led them with cords of kindness, with the 
bands of love, and I became to them as one who eases the 
yoke on their jaws, and I bent down to them and fed them.

Hosea 11:8 How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can  
I hand you over, O Israel? How can I make you like Admah? 
How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within 
me; my compassion grows warm and tender.

God’s judgment on Israel’s  
disobedience
Leviticus 26:14, 33 “But if you will not listen to me and 
will not do all these commandments, … I will scatter you 
among the nations, and I will unsheathe the sword after 
you, and your land shall be a desolation, and your cities 
shall be a waste. …”

Deuteronomy 28:64 “And the Lord will scatter you 
among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other, 
and there you shall serve other gods of wood and stone, 
which neither you nor your fathers have known. …”
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God’s promises to restore the  
Jewish people to the land of Israel
Exodus 6:2-4 God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am 
the Lord. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as 
God Almighty, but by my name the Lord I did not make 
myself known to them. I also established my covenant with 
them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which 
they lived as sojourners. …”

Deuteronomy 30:1-4 “And when all these things come 
upon you, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before 
you, and you call them to mind among all the nations 
where the Lord your God has driven you, and return to the 
Lord your God, you and your children, and obey his voice 
in all that I command you today, with all your heart and 
with all your soul, then the Lord your God will restore your 
fortunes and have mercy on you, and he will gather you 
again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has 
scattered you. If your outcasts are in the uttermost parts  
of heaven, from there the Lord your God will gather you, 
and from there he will take you. …”

Nehemiah 1:8-9 Remember the word that you commanded 
your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will 
scatter you among the peoples, but if you return to me and 
keep my commandments and do them, though your outcasts 
are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there I will gather 
them and bring them to the place that I have chosen, to 
make my name dwell there.’

Psalm 105:8-11 He remembers his covenant forever, the 
word that he commanded, for a thousand generations, the 
covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise 
to Isaac, which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel 
as an everlasting covenant, saying, “To you I will give the 
land of Canaan as your portion for an inheritance.”
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Psalm 107:1-3 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever! Let the redeemed of 
the Lord say so, whom he has redeemed from trouble and 
gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the 
west, from the north and from the south.

Psalm 147:1-2 Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing 
praises to our God; for it is pleasant, and a song of praise 
is fitting. The Lord builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the 
outcasts of Israel.

Isaiah 11:11-12, 16 In that day 
the Lord will extend his hand 
yet a second time to recover 
the remnant that remains of 
his people, from Assyria, from 
Egypt, from Pathros, from 
Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, 
from Hamath, and from the 
coastlands of the sea. He will 
raise a signal for the nations and 
will assemble the banished of 
Israel, and gather the dispersed 
of Judah from the four corners of the earth. …And there 
will be a highway from Assyria for the remnant that remains 
of his people, as there was for Israel when they came up 
from the land of Egypt.

Isaiah 14:1 For the Lord will have compassion on Jacob and  
will again choose Israel, and will set them in their own land, …

Isaiah 27:12-13 In that day from the river Euphrates to the 
Brook of Egypt the Lord will thresh out the grain, and you 
will be gleaned one by one, O people of Israel. And in that 
day a great trumpet will be blown, and those who were lost 
in the land of Assyria and those who were driven out to the 
land of Egypt will come and worship the Lord on the holy 
mountain at Jerusalem.

Isaiah 35:8-10 And a highway shall be there, and it shall 
be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass 
over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even 
if they are fools, they shall not go astray. No lion shall be 
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall 
not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And 
the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion 
with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they 
shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away.
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Isaiah 40:1-5 Comfort, comfort my people, says your 
God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her 
warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she  
has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.  
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill 
be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and 
the rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.”

Isaiah 43:1-2 But now thus says the Lord, he who created 
you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for 
I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with 
you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and 
the flame shall not consume you. …”

Isaiah 43:5-6 Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your 
offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you. 
I will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, do not 
withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters from 
the end of the earth.

Isaiah 45:2-6 I will go before you and level the exalted 
places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut 
through the bars of iron, I will give you the treasures of 
darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you may 
know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you 
by your name. For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel 
my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you, though 
you do not know me. I am the Lord, and there is no other, 
besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not 
know me, that people may know, from the rising of the sun 
and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the 
Lord, and there is no other.
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Isaiah 49:12-13 Behold, these shall come from afar, and 
behold, these from the north and from the west, and these 
from the land of Syene. Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, 
O earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing! For the 
Lord has comforted his people and will have compassion 
on his afflicted.

Isaiah 54:1-3 “Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break 
forth into singing and cry aloud, you who have not been 
in labor! For the children of the desolate one will be more 

than the children of her who is married,” says the Lord. 
“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your 
habitations be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen 
your cords and strengthen your stakes. For you will spread 
abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will 
possess the nations and will people the desolate cities. …”

Isaiah 54:7-8 “…For a brief moment I deserted you, but 
with great compassion I will gather you. In overflowing 
anger for a moment I hid my face from you, but with ever-
lasting love I will have compassion on you,” says the Lord, 
your Redeemer.

Isaiah 56:8 The Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of  
Israel, declares, “I will gather yet others to him besides 
those already gathered.”

Isaiah 57:14 And it shall be said, “Build up, build up, prepare 
the way, remove every obstruction from my people’s way.”

Isaiah 57:18 I have seen his ways, but I will heal him; I will 
lead him and restore comfort to him and his mourners, …

Isaiah 62:4-7 You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and 
your land shall no more be termed Desolate, but you shall 
be called Hephzibah (My Delight Is in Her), and your land 
Beulah (Married); for the Lord delights in you, and your 
land shall be married. For as a young man marries a young 
woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as the bride-
groom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice 
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over you. On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have set watchmen; 
all the day and all the night they shall never be silent. You 
who put the Lord in remembrance, take no rest, and give 
him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it a 
praise in the earth.

Isaiah 66:8 Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen 
such things? Shall a land be born in one day? Shall a nation 
be brought forth in one moment? For as soon as Zion was 
in labor she brought forth her children.

Jeremiah 16:14-16 “Therefore, behold, the days are 
coming, declares the Lord, when it shall no longer be said, 
‘As the Lord lives who brought up the people of Israel out 
of the land of Egypt,’ but ‘As the Lord lives who brought up 
the people of Israel out of the north country and out of all 
the countries where he had driven them.’ For I will bring 
them back to their own land that I gave to their fathers. 
“Behold, I am sending for many fishers, declares the Lord, 
and they shall catch them. And afterward I will send for 
many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every moun-
tain and every hill, and out of the clefts of the rocks. …”

Jeremiah 23:3 Then I will gather the remnant of my flock 
out of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will 
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 
multiply.

Jeremiah 23:7-8 “Therefore, behold, the days are coming, 
declares the Lord, when they shall no longer say, ‘As the 
Lord lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the 
land of Egypt,’ but ‘As the Lord lives who brought up and 
led the offspring of the house of Israel out of the north 
country and out of all the countries where he had driven 
them.’ Then they shall dwell in their own land.”

Jeremiah 29:14 I will be found by you, declares the Lord, 
and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the 
nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares 
the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which 
I sent you into exile.
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Jeremiah 31:7-11 For thus says the Lord: “Sing aloud with  
gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the 
nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, ‘O Lord, save your 
people, the remnant of Israel.’ Behold, I will bring them 
from the north country and gather them from the farthest 
parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, the 
pregnant woman and she who is in labor, together; a great 
company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall 
come, and with pleas for mercy I will lead them back, I will 
make them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in 
which they shall not stumble, for I am a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn. “Hear the word of the Lord, 
O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, ‘He 
who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a 
shepherd keeps his flock.’ For the Lord has ransomed Jacob 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. …”

Jeremiah 31:21 Set up road markers for yourself; make 
yourself guideposts; consider well the highway, the road 
by which you went. Return, O virgin Israel, return to these 
your cities.

Ezekiel 11:17-20 Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: 
I will gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of 
the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give 
you the land of Israel.’ And when they come there, they will 
remove from it all its detestable things and all its abomina-
tions. And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I  
will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from 
their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, that they may 
walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey them.  
And they shall be my people, and I will be their God.

Ezekiel 20:34 I will bring you out from the peoples and 
gather you out of the countries where you are scattered, 
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and with 
wrath poured out.

Ezekiel 28:25-26 “Thus says the Lord God: When I gather 
the house of Israel from the peoples among whom they are 
scattered, and manifest my holiness in them in the sight of 
the nations, then they shall dwell in their own land that I 
gave to my servant Jacob. And they shall dwell securely in 
it, and they shall build houses and plant vineyards. They 
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shall dwell securely, when I execute judgments upon all 
their neighbors who have treated them with contempt. 
Then they will know that I am the Lord their God.”

Ezekiel 34:11-13 “For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I 
myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. As 
a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep 
that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and 
I will rescue them from all places where they have been 
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I will 
bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I 
will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, 
and in all the inhabited places of the country. …”

Ezekiel 36:22-28 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, 
Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O house of 
Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy 
name, which you have profaned among the nations to 
which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my 
great name, which has been profaned among the nations, 
and which you have profaned among them. And the nations  
will know that I am the Lord, declares the Lord God, when 
through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes.  
I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the 
countries and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle 
clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 
And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 
within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your 
flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 
careful to obey my rules. You shall dwell in the land that I 
gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will 
be your God. …”

Ezekiel 37:21-22 then say to them, Thus says the Lord 
God: Behold, I will take the people of Israel from the 
nations among which they have gone, and will gather them 
from all around, and bring them to their own land. And I 
will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains 
of Israel. And one king shall be king over them all, and 
they shall be no longer two nations, and no longer divided 
into two kingdoms.
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Ezekiel 37:25-27 They shall dwell in the land that I gave 
to my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and 
their children and their children’s children shall dwell 
there forever, and David my servant shall be their prince 
forever. I will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall 
be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will set them 
in their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary 
in their midst forevermore. My dwelling place shall be with 
them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

Ezekiel 39:27-28 when I have brought them back from 
the peoples and gathered them from their enemies’ lands, 
and through them have vindicated my holiness in the sight 
of many nations. Then they shall know that I am the Lord 
their God, because I sent them into exile among the nations 
and then assembled them into their own land. I will leave 
none of them remaining among the nations anymore.

Hosea 11:10-11 They shall go after the Lord; he will roar 
like a lion; when he roars, his children shall come trem-
bling from the west; they shall come trembling like birds 
from Egypt, and like doves from the land of Assyria, and  
I will return them to their homes, declares the Lord.

Amos 9:13-15 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the 
Lord, “when the plowman shall overtake the reaper and the 
treader of grapes him who sows the seed; the mountains 
shall drip sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it. 
I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel, and they 
shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them; they shall 
plant vineyards and drink their wine, and they shall make 
gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant them on their land, 
and they shall never again be uprooted out of the land that 
I have given them,” says the Lord your God.

Micah 2:12-13 I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob; 
I will gather the remnant of Israel; I will set them together 
like sheep in a fold, like a flock in its pasture, a noisy multi-
tude of men. He who opens the breach goes up before them; 
they break through and pass the gate, going out by it. Their 
king passes on before them, the LORD at their head.
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Micah 4:6-7 In that day, declares the Lord, I will assemble 
the lame and gather those who have been driven away and 
those whom I have afflicted; and the lame I will make the 
remnant, and those who were cast off, a strong nation; and 
the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion from this 
time forth and forevermore.

Zephaniah 3:19-20 “…Behold, at that time I will deal with  
all your oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather 
the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and 
renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you in, at 
the time when I gather you together; for I will make you 
renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the 
Lord.

Zechariah 2:6-7 Up! Up! Flee from the land of the north,
declares the Lord. For I have spread you abroad as the four 
winds of the heavens, declares the Lord. Up! Escape to 
Zion, you who dwell with the daughter of Babylon.

Romans 11:1, 11 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? 
By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant 
of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. …So I 
ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no 
means! Rather through their trespass salvation has come  
to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous.

Romans 11:15 For if their rejection means the reconcilia-
tion of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life 
from the dead?

Romans 11:17-18 But if some of the branches were broken 
off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in 
among the others and now share in the nourishing root of 
the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward the branches. If 
you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but 
the root that supports you.
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Romans 11:25-31 Lest you be wise in your own sight,  
I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers:  
a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness 
of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will 
be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from 
Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; “and this will 
be my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” As 
regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as 
regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their fore-
fathers. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now 
have received mercy because of their disobedience, so they 
too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy 
shown to you they also may now receive mercy.

Romans 15:27 For if the Gentiles have come to share in 
their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to 
them in material blessings.

God calls Gentiles to help Jewish  
people return to Israel
Isaiah 49:22-26 Thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I will 
lift up my hand to the nations, and raise my signal to the 
peoples; and they shall bring your sons in their arms, and 
your daughters shall be carried on their shoulders. Kings 
shall be your foster fathers, and their queens your nursing 
mothers. With their faces to the ground they shall bow 
down to you, and lick the dust of your feet. Then you will 
know that I am the Lord; those who wait for me shall not 
be put to shame.” Can the prey be taken from the mighty, 
or the captives of a tyrant be rescued? For thus says the 
Lord: “Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken, and 
the prey of the tyrant be rescued, for I will contend with 
those who contend with you, and I will save your children. 
I will make your oppressors eat their own flesh, and they 
shall be drunk with their own blood as with wine. Then all 
flesh shall know that I am the Lord your Savior, and your 
Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.”
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Isaiah 60:8-12 Who are these that fly like a cloud, and 
like doves to their windows? For the coastlands shall hope 
for me, the ships of Tarshish first, to bring your children 
from afar, their silver and gold with them, for the name of 
the Lord your God, and for the Holy One of Israel, because 
he has made you beautiful. Foreigners shall build up your 
walls, and their kings shall minister to you; for in my wrath 
I struck you, but in my favor I have had mercy on you. Your 
gates shall be open continually; day and night they shall 
not be shut, that people may bring to you the wealth of the 
nations, with their kings led in procession. For the nation 
and kingdom that will not serve you shall perish; those 
nations shall be utterly laid waste.

Isaiah 62:10 Go through, go through the gates; prepare 
the way for the people; build up, build up the highway; 
clear it of stones; lift up a signal over the peoples.

An example of a Gentile who was 
blessed by helping a Jewish  
person return
Ruth 1:16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or 
to return from following you. For where you go I will go, 
and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my 
people, and your God my God. …”

Ruth 2:12 “…The Lord repay you for what you have done, 
and a full reward be given you by the Lord, the God of  
Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge!”
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