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He confirmed it to Jacob as  
a decree, and to the people of Israel  

as a never-ending covenant: 
“I will give you the land of Canaan  

as your special possession.”  
Psalm 105:10-11 (NLT)



DECLARATION OF 
SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL

INTERNATIONAL

‘For Zion’s sake I will not hold My 
peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will 
not rest, until her righteousness goes 
forth as brightness and her salvation 
as a lamp that burns’ Isaiah 62:1

W
e, the International Board of 
Ebenezer Operation Exodus, 
along with Ebenezer workers 

and volunteers in more than 50 nations 
worldwide, declare our unwavering and 
united support for the State of Israel, 
and our unequivocal condemnation of all 
acts of terrorism perpetrated by Hamas, 
as well as all recent acts of antisemitism 
manifested in many nations.

We share the shock, pain, loss, and 
anguish of the Jewish people both in 
the land of Israel and in the diaspora 
at the unfolding horror and brutality 
carried out by Hamas in civilian 
neighbourhoods, at a music festival, 
and throughout southern Israel.

We call on the international media, all 
nations of the earth and their governments, 
and all actors in public life to denounce 
Hamas as a terrorist organization.

We make clear that the terrorist actions of 
Hamas have no justification, no legitimacy, 
and must be universally condemned.

We call for the immediate release of 
all the remaining hostages kidnapped 
by Hamas and still under captivity.

We support Israel in its right and efforts 
to defend itself and its people against 
such atrocities according to humanitarian 
and international law. Jews in any nation 
should not fear consequences as a 
result of actions taken by the State of 
Israel to defend itself. The governments 
of nations must do everything in their 
power to protect Israel´s rights.

We condemn comments made by the 
United Nations Secretary-General in 
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Abe (India).

ISRAELY
ou would have thought that the 
terror attacks from Gaza last 
October 7th, the ongoing war with 

Hamas, and clashes with Hezbollah 
would have prevented Jews from moving 
to Israel. For many, it did slow down the 
process, but many are still coming. 

The exponential rise of anti-Semitic 
attacks around the globe has 
meant that many Jewish people 
now realise that they are safer in 
Israel than in their nations. 

The full-time team and volunteers at 
Haifa House for new immigrants have 
kept the house open despite rockets 
and missiles flying, sirens wailing, and 
the threat of terrorist attacks. The team 
has been working to make the building 
safer. Part of this is building a concrete 
wall and a new secure door, which will 
double the size of our bomb shelter. 

We also have a growing community 
around the house. Some who stayed 
previously ask if they might come to 
the house as this is where they feel 
safest. Some of those living around 
the house do not have bomb shelters 
and have asked if they can stay in our 
bomb shelter when the sirens wail. 

JEREMY SMITH
NATIONAL COORDINATOR 
ISRAEL

STRENGTH IN UNITY
In Jerusalem, the team has been involved 
with those being evacuated from around 
Gaza and from the North of Israel near 
Lebanon. When this article was written, 
we still had up to 200,000 evacuees. 
They were moved into the Dead Sea 
region and into thirteen hotels in 
Jerusalem and surrounding areas. Many 
of these evacuees came with nothing.

We have been working with the 
Mayor’s office in Jerusalem to provide 
the basics: food, toiletries, children’s 
toys, and more. We also give food 
cards to those who are very needy.

Thank you to all those who have supported 
the work here in Jerusalem at this crucial 
time. Your prayers and financial support 
carry us through these difficult days.

Please pray for:

 ų The safety of the team and volunteers 
at Haifa House and the Jerusalem 
office, as well as their families, 
especially those family members 
who are serving in the IDF.

 ų Comfort and provision for the 
thousands of evacuees.

 ų Unity in the nation and wisdom 
for Israel’s government.

Top: Avishag, 13. Her father 
is in the army. She was 
evacuated from the North 
of Israel and is staying 
in a hostel in Jerusalem. 
Her parents were not in a 
position to buy her birthday 
presents. Ebenezer and the 
Mayor’s office stepped in 
to give her a birthday she 
would not forget. Shlomit 
from Ebenezer and Ilena 
from the Mayor’s office 
came with snacks, party 
food and presents.

Left: Receiving food cards 
to help in their time of need. 

Right: The Masa program 
brings young people from 
Russia and France for 
their first taste of Israel. 
Ebenezer’s donors around 
the world funded blankets 
and pillows for them.

his speech to the UN Security Council 
on the 24th of October 2023 where 
his words seemed to justify attacks by 
Hamas on Israel. We also condemn the 
persistent use of double standards by 
the majority of the nations in the UN in 
treating the State of Israel in a different 
way than any other nation in the world.

WE DECLARE: 

1. God loves Israel and the Jewish people 
with His steadfast and permanent love, 
as proclaimed in Jeremiah 31:3-9.

2. God’s covenant with Abraham and 
his descendants, as expressed in 
Genesis 12:3, signifies that the peoples 
and nations who bless Israel, will be 
blessed by God, and the peoples 
and nations who curse Israel, will be 
cursed by God. God gives a severe 
warning to any nation coming against 
Jerusalem, in Zechariah 12:1-9. 

3. God has made an eternal covenant 
with Israel, giving the land of Israel to 
the Jewish people as their heritage 
and everlasting homeland. God is 
faithful and keeps His promises forever 
(Genesis 17:7-9; Psalm 105:8-11). 

4. God calls all nations and governments 
to recognize Israel’s right to exist, in 
accordance with Zechariah 2:8. 

5. We support the nation of Israel, 
and her right to exist in peace, 
her right to prosper, as well as her 
right to defend her people against 
all threats from her enemies. 

6. Therefore, we stand with Israel 
for her right to determine the 
future of the Jewish people, and 
for her right to defend herself and 
to live within secure borders. 

We stand with Israel!

Members of the Board of Ebenezer 
Emergency Fund International

Philip Holmberg; Nicholas Coates;  
Abe Oommen; Gary H Kah; Gian Luca 
Morotti; Heriberto Gonzalez.
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UKRAINE A
t last, Bella smiles and rejoices that 
she is in Israel and reunited with 
her children, who, with the help of 

Ebenezer, returned to Israel by ship  
more than 20 years ago. 

I met Bella many times in her hometown, 
Bakhmut. We reminded her of God’s will 
and the need to return to Zion whenever 
we saw her. She always replied: “How 
could I leave? What about my flat? What 
about the cemetery where my parents 
lie? I need to earn a pension…”

When the war broke out in Ukraine, Bella 
moved to Poltava and stayed with a friend, 
hoping everything would be over quickly 
and she would soon return to Bakhmut. 

When she could no longer stay with her 
friend, she called us, and we helped her 
move but also reminded her that we 
only assist those who choose to return 
to Israel. Finding herself in a desperate 
situation, Bella agreed to leave.

After settling Bella in a safe place, the 
paperwork process began. We thought 
she would pass the consular check, as her 
children’s documents were sufficient when 
they made aliyah. Sadly, 20 years later, Bella’s 
documents were no longer acceptable.

Stanislav, an Ebenezer representative from 
Georgia, pulled papers from archives and 
registries, found witnesses who knew 
her father, and gave written testimony. 
Stanislav collected all the necessary 

documents that Bella would have spent 
years gathering. Glory to God!

Retrieving the documents took quite some 
time, leading Bella to think she could stay in 
Ukraine after all. She told us again that her 
flat in Bakhmut needed to be sold, about her 
family’s graves in the cemetery, and so on.

The next day, Bella heard that her flat, 
the house, and the cemetery had been 
destroyed! After losing everything, Bella said: 
“Only one place to go now – Israel”. She 
finally made aliyah just in time to help her 
disabled son, whose health was declining.

“I could not have gathered all those 
documents and covered the expenses. If it 
wasn’t for you and the war pushing me, I 
might not have had time to help my son. As 
you would say, I would not have been able to 
fulfil God’s will. I will always remember Yanya, 
Vadim and Stanislav. Thank you very much!”

FULFILLING  
GOD’S WILL

YANYA
UKRAINE TEAM

Top Right: Bella 
Top & Bottom: The 

devastated town 
of Bakhmut.

UKRAINEA
nna and her two teenage daughters 
had planned to move to Israel 
many times but kept putting off 

going to the consul. We urged them 
to leave Ukraine soon and reminded 
Anna that aliyah was God’s will. 

Anna finally agreed, and the registration 
process began. And so began the problems. 
As they went for a consular check, air 
raid sirens impeded them from passing 
as they had to stay in a bomb shelter the 
whole time. The next time, Anna forgot her 
Jewish documents. Then, their passports 
expired. Anna said that since there were 
so many obstacles, it wasn’t God’s will 
for them to go to Israel. We replied that it 
was indeed God’s will for them to return.

Six months later, Anna called: “Help me 
with the departure! I don’t have a job, and 
I don’t know how to go on living!” Helping 
with moving out is our ministry, so we 
helped them with everything they needed.

When we went to pick up the family, the  
girls were really upset. Their grandmother  
only aggravated the situation by crying 
and wailing about the loss of her 
grandchildren. The girls declared: “We 

YANYA
UKRAINE TEAM

OVERCOMING  
OBSTACLES

are not going anywhere! We may be 
poor, but at least we are at home!” 

Anna was confused. We said we 
would not help them any more, but 
the girls finally got into the car. On our 
way to Lviv, the girls continued to cry 
and ignore us and their mother.

The following day, we had a long journey  
to Vinnytsia, where we took the family to  
an amusement park. The girls went on 
rides and were laughing and happy. 
After all, children are children. Praise the 
Lord, who, through our care, softened 
their hearts! The girls were no longer 
silent. Looking at us curiously, they 
asked, “What is it like in Israel?”

They cried again, but because they were 
leaving us. A couple of weeks later, they all 
wrote from Israel: “Thank you, Ebenezer, for 
being there for us! You have given us a new 
life, and we are happy!” Glory to God; we 
thank Him endlessly for always being with us!

Please pray for obstacles 
hindering families from making 
aliyah to be removed.

Top: Zion Gate – 
Jerusalem, Israel.

Bottom: Anna (centre) 
with her two daughters.

“Go through, Go through the gates! Prepare 
the way for the people; Build up, Build up 
the highway! Take out the stones, Lift up a 
banner for the peoples!” Isaiah 62:10 (NKJV)
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INTERNATIONAL E
benezer Operation Exodus is  
an aliyah ministry. Over the years, we 
have arrived at the understanding that 

for us to be an aliyah ministry means:

Firstly, that we encourage and assist 
Jewish people to make aliyah – to 
return to Israel, to become citizens, to 
be planted and grow roots, to raise a 
family, to live and to die in Israel. 

For many years after the ministry was 
founded in 1991, we concentrated 
almost exclusively on helping the Jewish 
people from the former Soviet Union. 
Some of the scriptures that Steve Lightle 
shared with Gustav and Elsa Scheller 
before the start of Ebenezer explicitly 
mentioned the land of the north: 

“Therefore behold, the days are coming,” 
says the LORD, “that it shall no more be said, 
‘The LORD lives who brought up the children 
of Israel from the land of Egypt,’ but, ‘The 
LORD lives who brought up the children of 
Israel from the land of the north and from all 
the lands where He had driven them.’ For I 
will bring them back into their land which I 
gave to their fathers.” (Jeremiah 16:14-15). 

Most olim we help make aliyah come 
from the land of the north. But what a 

joy it is to see that we are increasingly 
helping Jewish people from all the lands. 
They are returning from Australia, India, 
Ethiopia, Europe, and the Americas. 

As believers, we understand that there are 
different forces which hinder Jewish people 
from making aliyah. There may be historical 
events when Jews were persecuted, exiled, 
or killed. There may be emotional or social ties 
standing in the way. We can say that aliyah is 
contested; there is a spiritual battle going on. 

Secondly, we understand that we need 
to engage in prayer and intercession to 
deal with spiritual blockages – stones 
must be cleared away to open a road: 

“Go through, go through the gates! Prepare 
the way for the people; build up, build up 
the highway! Take out the stones, lift up a 
banner for the peoples!” (Isaiah 62:10). 

In prayer and intercession, we proclaim 
the Word of God, confess sins made 
against the Jewish people, declare God’s 
purposes for them, and come before 
the LORD on their behalf. Ebenezer 
is an intercessory aliyah ministry. 

Thirdly, we understand that in the great aliyah 
of several million Jewish people returning to 

YOU ARE MY WITNESSES

PHILIP HOLMBERG
CHAIRMAN, 

INTERNATIONAL BOARD

at the Bible College of 
Wales were in constant 
prayer for the nation of 
Israel to be restored. 
There was great joy in 
the Bible College when 
the vote was carried. 

Ebenezer Operation Exodus is a witnessing, 
intercessory aliyah ministry with a prophetic 
calling. In 1991, at the International Prayer 
Conference in Jerusalem in January, amid 
the First Gulf War, the LORD spoke to 
Ebenezer’s founder Gustav Scheller: “Bring 
My people home.” The work of aliyah started 
with some chartered flights from Europe to 
Israel. Then, the sailings from Odessa to 
Haifa operated for over ten years. When the 
sailings were suspended in 2004, we had 
the understanding that the LORD would use 
ships on seas and waterways to bring the 
Jewish people home once more in the future. 

In the meantime, we continue by God’s  
grace and strength to help Jewish people 
from many nations to come home to Israel  
by aeroplane. 

Thank you for standing and partnering 
with us. May God give us all the strength 
to continue serving Him and bringing glory 
to His name!

Israel in the coming years, God will need 
more than Ebenezer and a few other aliyah 
organisations. He will need the Church. He 
wants the Church to see the mighty work 
He is engaged in through the aliyah of the 
Jewish people and the restoration of Israel. 
God is calling Ebenezer to share the vision 
and revelation of aliyah with the Church. 
He calls Ebenezer to be His witness that 
He is the LORD; there is no other God. 
Ebenezer is a witnessing aliyah ministry. 

“You are My witnesses,” says the LORD, 
“and My servant whom I have chosen, 
that you may know and believe Me, and 
understand that I am He.” (Isaiah 43:10). 

We should pray and encourage the 
Church to acknowledge and serve the 
Messiah’s twofold mission as expressed 
in Isaiah: First, the One who regathers 
and restores Israel, and second, the 
One who is a light to the Gentiles. 

“Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that 
You should be My Servant to raise up the 
tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved 
ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to 
the Gentiles, that You should be My salvation 
to the ends of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:6). 

God’s ultimate goal is to glorify His 
name through His mercy towards 
Israel and the Church! 

God’s eternal Word is prophetic in that He 
speaks to us, individually and corporately, 
highlighting specific passages and scriptures. 
The Holy Spirit opens the Scriptures and 
makes our hearts burn within us. The eternal 
Word is translated to us at a particular time, 
in a specific place, for a specific purpose. 

Over the years before the nation of Israel 
was reborn and since then, we see that God 
has used other people to help establish the 
nation of Israel and help His people come 
home. For example, in 1947, in the days and 
weeks leading up to the UN vote on Israel, 
Rees Howells and his band of intercessors 

Left: One of the first 
flights from Armenia 
funded by Ebenezer 
supporters in 1991.

Right: Recent aliyah 
flight from France.

Top Right: Intercessor 
Rees Howells.

Bottom Right: A ship docked 
in New York City – the largest 
number of Jews outside of 
Israel reside in the USA.

 
Key Words

Aliyah is the word for the 
immigration of Jewish 
people from the Diaspora 
to the Land of Israel. The 
word in Hebrew means 
ascent and is defined as 
‘going up’ – progressing 
towards Jerusalem.

Olim means Jewish 
immigrants to Israel – 
those making aliyah. 
In the singular, a male 
immigrant is called 
an oleh and a female 
immigrant an olah. 
Potential olim are those 
our teams contact and 
encourage to make aliyah.

Klitah concerns the 
absorption of olim 
after they have arrived 
in Israel. It includes all 
aspects of integrating 
into society, including 
learning Hebrew, finding 
employment and housing, 
school enrolment and 
serving in the Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF)
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POLAND G
od has blessed us with a trustworthy 
relationship with the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee (the 

JDC), which provides humanitarian aid to 
Jewish people. The JDC were offering free 
housing for some of the Ukrainian families 
who decided to stay in Warsaw from the  
start of the war in Ukraine. 

God has opened the door for us in Warsaw 
to visit around 30 families and individuals, 
around 60 people in total, many elderly with 
children and grandchildren. These families 
have escaped from Kharkiv and Melitopol. 

With the help of Zhanna, a JDC 
representative, we handed out winter 
essentials like blankets and warm 
clothes. They were excited to receive 
a blanket to keep them warm at night 
in light of high electricity bills. 

A family we know well decided to go  
back to Kharkiv. Their daughter Yulia and  
her son Maksym made aliyah last July  
with the help of Ebenezer, but they returned 
to Poland at the beginning of the war in 
Israel. This is problematic for Maksym since 
he’s in the fourth generation, and their 
quick return to Poland meant he lacked 

the necessary residency documents. Yulia 
now needs housing and a job in Poland 
and is unsure whether her son can return 
to Israel unless the situation changes. 

We are helping a number of families with 
documents for their aliyah applications. 

• Galina is gathering all the required 
documents with her daughter’s family. 

• Bolislava is waiting for the consul to 
come to Warsaw because her mother’s 
mental health is unstable, and it is 
not easy to get her to new places. 

• Evgeniya and her son and husband 
are considering going to Israel. They 
haven’t submitted their documents 
to the consulate yet and are looking 
for opportunities in Europe.

Please pray for the potential 
olim in Poland that:

 ų They will understand God’s will to 
bring His children back home

 ų They see themselves planted 
in the land of Israel

 ų Obstacles will be removed
 ų Their hope will be restored.

HELPING IN WARSAW

KATE
POLAND TEAM

Top: Jewish Ukrainian 
families in Warsaw 

with the JDC.

Left & Right: Kate with 
recipients happy to 

receive winter essentials 
of blankets and clothes.

INTERNATIONAL

“Go through the camp. Tell the people, 
‘Get your supplies ready. Three days from 
now you will go across the River Jordan 
right here. You will go in and take over 
the land. The LORD your God is giving it 
to you as your very own.’” Joshua 1:11

S
ome years ago in Israel, I had the 
privilege to get to know a Holocaust 
survivor from Germany. He told me 

how he escaped Nazi Germany and 
saw his synagogue burning in the so-
called Kristallnacht*. He learned about 
the possibility of coming to Haifa by 
ship on the Danube River via the Black 
Sea. These rescue operations using the 
Danube are not well-known but have 
saved many young Jewish people.

Before the communist regime fell in the 
late 1980s, many Christians prayed the 
scripture from Isaiah 45:2, which mentions 
iron gates. Interestingly, the place known 
as “Iron Gate” is part of the Danube River, 
dividing Romania and Serbia. Only after 
constructing a large dam in 1972 did this 
previously dangerous section become safer. 

The Danube has been part of an aliyah 
highway, helping Ukrainians to flee into 

JOHANNES BARTHEL
REGIONAL COORDINATOR

ACROSS THE RIVER
Romania. We don’t know how many 
Jews used this way to flee Ukraine when 
the war started in February 2022, but 
it is interesting to see the importance 
of rivers, especially the Danube.

Some of the largest and oldest Jewish 
communities in Europe have their historic roots 
along this route. Probably the largest today 
is in Budapest, where Ebenezer has started 
to help some olim in their aliyah. Although 
we don’t currently see the Danube playing a 
significant role in aliyah, we have learnt that 
aliyah routes may change quickly and that a 
river can be a hindrance, especially during 
a war, but also a possible escape route.

In the West, we are so used to good 
roads, bridges, and tunnels that we have 
forgotten the challenges of transport. 
But especially since the Russian attack 
against Ukraine, we have seen the 
critical role rivers and mountains play.

We don’t know if or when the Danube 
and the Black Sea will be used again for 
aliyah. Nevertheless, we encourage you 
to pray for the many Jewish people living 
around this river. May they return home, 
whatever the way of transport may be!

Top: Danube River in 
Budapest, Hungary.

Left: A destroyed 
synagogue during 
Kristallnacht. 

Right: Johannes & 
Silke with Holocaust 
survivor who escaped 
Nazi Germany via 
the Danube.

* (Pogrom against the 
Jewish people in Germany, 
where Jewish stores, 
buildings, and synagogues 
were destroyed by Nazis).
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FRANCE L
ast December, I had the privilege of 
accompanying 11 Jewish people from 
France on their aliyah flight to Israel.

On the plane, I sat next to a man who was 
travelling with his wife and four children 
to attend a funeral and a wedding. His 
wife’s brother, who had lived in Israel for a 
long time and who had often encouraged 
them to make aliyah, died in battle at the 
start of the war against Hamas. Since 
then, they’d been thinking things over and 
have decided to make aliyah this spring. 

After we landed, I was welcomed by Tehila, 
who made aliyah from Germany six years 
ago and now works at the Jewish Agency. 
She showed me the offices of the Ministry of 
Immigrant Absorption, where the new olim 
received a provisional identity card. They 
were moved by this concrete demonstration 
of their new identity as citizens of Israel. 

I told them how happy I was to see them 
arrive in Israel, about Ebenezer’s work in 
France, and the help with aliyah we could 
offer their relatives back home. They were 
all touched and took the contact details.

I met Margalite, who made aliyah from 
Morocco 23 years ago, at the Global Aliyah 
Center in Jerusalem. Arielle, the centre’s 
manager, said: “This is the very heart of 
aliyah”. There, all aliyah files from all over 
the world are processed with operators 
answering phone calls in multiple languages. 
The conflict in Ukraine has already been 
an administrative challenge, but they are 
aware that current events will undoubtedly 
cause aliyah to grow like never before.

Arielle mentioned that France was 
currently their biggest concern due to 
the rise in anti-Semitism. They seemed 
grateful for the support of at least some 
Christians around the world and for 
Ebenezer’s commitment to aliyah.

On Friday, I visited the Haifa House and 
enjoyed a Shabbat meal with the team and 
olim. As it was Hanukkah, they lit the third 
candle together. Hanukkah took on a special 
meaning last year. They know that the One 
who manifested Himself in the miracle of 
the oil at the time of the Maccabees is the 
same One at work today to bring light to 
His people in the midst of darkness.

FAREWELL TO FRANCE

FRANÇOIS LABAN
CHAIRMAN EBENEZER FRANCE

Top: Celebrating Hanukkah 
and Shabbat at Haifa 

House for Olim.

Left: Margalite & François.  
Right: Hanukkah candles 

at Haifa House. 

PRAYERN
early 500 years ago, Sephardic Jews*  
travelled through the countries of the 
Iberian Peninsula, fleeing from the 

persecution of the Inquisition, looking to 
the West as a place of refuge where they 
could preserve their Jewish faith.

Hosea prophesied about the aliyah from 
the west: “For someday the people will 
follow me. I, the Lord, will roar like a lion. 
And when I roar, my people will return 
trembling from the west.” (Hosea 11:12). 
This scripture was confirmed when a 
team in Marseille, France, prayed during 
the prayer initiative ‘Highways to Life’.

Ebenezer prayer partners and leaders met at 
the beginning of October in Lisbon, Portugal, 
to pray over the highway that extends from 
Rome to Lisbon. We looked for the “road 
signs and guideposts” (Jeremiah 31:21) 
and travelled back towards Rome.

We drove for 12 days across Portugal, 
Spain, France and Italy. We met with 
local Ebenezer supporters in ports, city 
gates, and capitals to pray and release 
declarations of confession and repentance 
as ordained in Isaiah 62:10. The aliyah 
highway was being cleansed from the curses 
of the sins committed by the Inquisitions 
during the persecutions of the Sephardic 
Jews from the 1300s to late 1800s.

PRISCILLA PORRAS
HIGHWAYS TO LIFE TEAM

RESTORING THE HIGHWAYS
The Lord went before us, and we 
experienced unity and fellowship with the 
Lord in a mighty way. We understood our 
task was to remain humble and meek. 
As we obeyed, He faithfully provided the 
necessary breakthroughs to remove the 
boulders hindering aliyah from the West. 

The Holy Spirit gave words and revelations 
and confirmed that now is the time for 
these nations to arise and fulfil their call 
in the Lord’s plan of restoring His people 
as written in Obadiah: “The exiles from 
Jerusalem who are in Sepharad will possess 
the towns of the Negev.” (Obadiah 1:20). 

The Lord is at work. The fruit of the prayers 
and declarations will testify of His great 
Name, and we have confidence in the Lord 
that He will restore this aliyah highway.

Top: Highways to Life 
Team in Rome, Italy.

Right: Replica of the ships which 
Columbus sailed to the New World.

EBENEZER INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
Jerusalem 17-22 November 2024

Light in the Darkness
Isaiah 60:1-2

* Sephardic Jews:  
Jewish diaspora 
population associated 
with the Iberian Peninsula 
(Spain and Portugal).
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ISRAEL
“L

ight defeats darkness” — this had 
a very special meaning for us last 
year as we celebrated Hanukkah 

at the Haifa House for olim.

We had a very long table, lots of 
Hanukkah lights, food, and a lovely 
group of new and not-so-new olim. 
Some are currently staying with us, 
and some stayed with us before and 
came back for the celebrations. 

A wonderful oleh and father of three 
shared during the lighting of the lights 

how special and what a true miracle 
it was that after thousands of years of 
persecution and in light of the current war, 
the Jewish people were back in Israel. Olim 
are lighting the candles like they saw their 
fathers do, and they are teaching their 
children for the next generations to come. 

He continued: “Our forefathers kept these 
traditions for many years and now it is our 
turn and our responsibility to celebrate 
our Jewish feasts and remember G-d’s 
faithfulness and promises for us and for 
this land. Many powers have tried to wipe 
us off the map, and Hamas is trying to do 
the same now, but we are back, and we 
are here to stay. We are the generation that 
has the privilege to celebrate Hanukkah 
back in the land of Israel. All of us made 
aliyah recently, so we are all part of the 
miracle that the holy writings talked 
about. Ebenezer, through helping us and 
celebrating with us, is very much a part 
of this miracle, too. Am Israel Chai!”

What a privilege to see and celebrate 
God’s promises being fulfilled literally in 
front of our eyes. Having a part in this is 
very humbling and fills us with the greatest 
joy! If you want to be part of the miracle in 
Haifa, you are welcome to come and help! 

For more information, write an email 
to applications@ebenezer.org.il 

LIGHT DEFEATS DARKNESS
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Top: Markus, Haifa 
House Manager, centre, 

celebrating Hanukkah 
with olim residents. 
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Our vision is to be servants and intercessors of the Lord, to help the 
 Jewish people return to the land of Israel from all the nations 

and to proclaim God’s Kingdom purposes for their return.
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